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Regular Town Board Meeting 

February 27, 2018 

 

 

Deputy Supervisor Tremper opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 10:00 

AM. 

 

Roll Call: Councilwoman Tremper, Councilman Cook, Councilman Sweeney, 

Councilman Demo, Assessor and Code Enforcement Officer McGill, Superintendent of 

Public Works Woods, Highway Superintendent Hart, Town Clerk Maguire 

Absent: Supervisor Votra, 

Others Present: Beth Rosenbarker, Kenneth Wiklacz, Milt DeGraw, Guy Rosenbarker, 

Luke Martin, Doug Witherell, Yvonne Cook, Mary Witherell, Madeline Pennington, 

William Meashaw, Elbridge E. Randall, Dr. Bill Collins (PHCS), Moses J. Yoder 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Cook and seconded by Councilman Sweeney to 

approve the minutes of the meetings on December 27, 2017, January 03, 2018 and 

January 23, 2018 as submitted by the Town Clerk.  

All in favor. 

 

Local Law 01-2018 

Local Law 01-2018 was discussed and a motion was made by Councilman Demo and 

seconded by Councilman Cook to adopt Local Law 01-2018 titled : SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY LAW OF THE TOWN OF PARISHVILLE as follows: 
Local Law No. 1 of 2018 

Be it hereby enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Parishville as follows: 
SECTION 1:  Local Law No. 1 of 2018, entitled “SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY LAW OF THE TOWN OF PARISHVILLE, 

NEW YORK” is hereby adopted.  Whenever the requirements of this local law are at variance with the 

requirements of any lawfully adopted rules, regulations, ordinances, or Local Laws, the most restrictive or 

those imposing the highest standards shall govern.   This Law shall read in its entirety as follows: 
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Article I: General 

Section 1.01  Title 

This Local Law shall be cited as the "Solar Energy Facility Law of the Town of Parishville, New York."  
Section 1.02  Purpose 
The Town Board of the Town of Parishville adopts this Local Law to advance and protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare of the Town of Parishville, including:  
 

A. Taking advantage of a safe, abundant, renewable, and non-polluting energy resource;  
B. Decreasing the cost of energy to the owners of commercial and residential properties, including 

single-family houses; and  
C. Increasing employment and business development in the region by furthering the installation of 

Solar Energy Systems. 
D. Promote the accommodation of solar energy systems and equipment and the provision for 

adequate sunlight and the convenience of access necessary therefor. 
 

Section 1.03  Authority 
The Town Board of the Town of Parishville, enacts this Local Law under the authority granted by  

A. Article IX of the New York State Constitution, Section 2(c) (6) and (10). 
B. New York Statute of Local Governments, Section 10 (1), (6), and (7). 
C. New York Municipal Home Rule Law, Section 10 (1) (i) and (ii) and Section 10 (l) (a) (6), (11), (12), 

and (14). 
D. New York Town Law, Article 16 (Zoning). 
E. New York Town Law Section 130(1) (Building Code), (3) (Electrical Code), (5) (Fire Prevention), (7) 

(Use of streets and highways), (7-a) (Location of Driveways), (11) (Peace, good order and safety), 
(15) (Promotion of public welfare), (15) -(Excavated Lands), (16) (Unsafe buildings), (19) 
(Trespass), and (25) (Building lines). 

F. New York Town Law Section 64 (17-a) (protection of aesthetic interests), (23) (General Powers). 
G. New York Real Property Tax Law Section 487. 

Section 1.04  Findings and Determinations 

A. Solar Energy is a renewable and non-polluting energy resource that can prevent fossil fuel 
emissions and reduce the Town of Parishville’s energy load. Energy generated from solar energy 
systems can be used to offset energy demand on the New York State power grid when excess 
solar power is generated. 

B. This Local Law aims to promote the accommodation of solar energy systems and equipment and 
the provision for adequate sunlight and the convenience of access necessary thereof. 

C. Applications for the installation of solar energy systems that are reviewed by the Code 
Enforcement Officer and referred to the Town Planning Board for its review and action, may be 
approved, approved with conditions, or denied. 

Section 1.05 Definitions  

Except as may be specifically defined below all terms and phrases shall be as defined in the publication “A 
PLANNERS DICTIONARY”, edited by Michael Davidson and Fay Dolnick; published by the American Planning 
Association, Planning Advisory Service Report Nos. 521/522, for this Local Law.  Copies are available in the 
Town Clerk’s Office, The Code Enforcement Officer’s Office, The St. Lawrence County Planning Board’s 
Office, and the Town Attorney’s Office. 
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BUILDING INTEGRATED PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEM: A combination of photovoltaic building components 
integrated into any building envelope system such as vertical facades including glass and other facade 
material, semitransparent skylight systems, roofing materials, and shading over windows.   
 
COMMERCIAL SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEM: A photovoltaic Collection System that produces more than one 
(1) megawatt (MW) per hour of energy for the purpose of sale on the Power Grid. 
  
GROUND-MOUNTED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A Solar Energy System that is anchored to the ground and 
attached to a pole or other mounting system, detached from any other structure for the primary purpose 
of producing electricity for onsite consumption. 
  
LARGE-SCALE SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A Solar Energy System that is ground-mounted and produces more 
than one hundred ten percent (110%) of energy used onsite and developed primarily for the purpose of 
offsite sale or consumption.  
 
ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A solar panel system located on the roof of any legally permitted 
building or structure for the purpose of producing electricity for onsite or offsite consumption.  
 
SOLAR ENERGY EQUIPMENT: Electrical energy storage devices, material, hardware, inverters, or other 
electrical equipment and conduit of photovoltaic devices associated with the production of electrical 
energy.  
 
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: An electrical generating system composed of a combination of both Solar Panels 
and Solar Energy Equipment. 
 
SOLAR ON-FARM EQUIPMENT: A photovoltaic system on property used for Agriculture within an 
Agricultural District that does not produce more than one hundred ten percent (110%) of the energy used 
for farm operations.   
 
SOLAR PANEL: A photovoltaic device capable of collecting and converting solar energy into electrical 
energy.  

Section 1.06  Applicability 

A. The requirements of this law shall apply to all Solar Energy Systems installed or modified after its 
effective date.  

B. All solar energy systems shall be designed, erected, and installed in accordance with all applicable 
federal, state, local and industry codes regulations and standards. 

Article II: Solar Energy Facilities and Conversion Systems 

Section 2.01  Solar as an Accessory Use or Structure 

 
A. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems.  

1. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems that use the electricity onsite or offsite are 
permitted as an accessory use in all zoning districts when attached to any lawfully 
permitted building or structure. 

2. Height. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall not exceed the maximum height 
restrictions of the zoning district within which they are located and are provided the same 
height exemptions granted to building-mounted mechanical devices or equipment.  
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3. Aesthetics. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy System installations having panels facing the front 
yard must be mounted at the same angle as the roof’s surface with a maximum distance 
of 18 inches between the roof and highest edge of the system. 

4. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems that use the energy onsite or offsite that are not 
considered Commercial Solar Collections Systems (producing less than one (1) megawatt 
(MW) per hour of energy for the purpose of sale on the Power Grid) shall be exempt from 
site plan review under the local zoning code or other land use regulations.  

 
5. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems must allow adequate access for emergency 

responders in compliance with the International Residential Code (IRC- 2015) Sections 324 
and 907 and International Fire Code Section (IFC-2015) 605 and National Electric Code 
(NEC-2017) -Sec. 690.  
 

B. Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems.  
1.  Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems that are used for agricultural operations in an 

Agricultural District and produces no more than one hundred ten percent (110%) of on-
farm energy use are exempt from site plan review.   

2.  Height and Setback: Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall adhere to the setback 
requirements of the underlying zoning district in which the system is located.  No 
Ground-Mounted Solar structure may exceed twenty-five feet (25’) in height.  

3.  Lot Coverage: Systems are limited to ten percent (10%) of lot coverage on a residential 
property. The surface area covered by Ground-Mounted Solar Panels shall be included in 
total lot coverage. Photovoltaic Systems and devices used for Agriculture are not limited 
to lot coverage if the system produces less than one hundred ten percent (110%) of the 
farm energy demand. 

4.  All such Systems in residential districts shall be installed in the side or rear yards only.  
Ground-Mounted Systems will require a special permit if to be installed in a front yard. 
 

C. Permit required.   
 

1. No accessory photovoltaic structure shall be erected until a permit has been issued by the 
Code Enforcement Officer, who shall issue such permit in accordance with this local law, 
and the most current Town of Parishville Land Use and Development Code.  

2. Application must be made with the Town Clerk on forms approved by the Town.  All 
information on the application form must be completed.  In addition, the following 
information is also required to show that the design shall comply with the International 
Residential Code (IRC- 2015) Sections 324 and 907 and International Fire Code Section 
(IFC-2015) 605 and National Electric Code (NEC-2017) -Sec. 690 to constitute a complete 
application: 

a. a drawing showing the location of a clearly visible, accessible, and labeled 
disconnect on the exterior of the structure. 

b. a drawing showing the location of the electric meter labeled that the structure is 
supplied by two sources.  

c. on roof mounted systems a drawing must show the required set backs for 
emergency responder access. 

d. the equipment specification sheets shall be documented and submitted for all 
photovoltaic panels, significant components, mounting systems, and inverters 
that are to be installed. 
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Section 2.02  Approval Standards for Large-Scale Solar Systems as a Special Use  

A. Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems are permitted through the issuance of a special use permit only 
within the Rural Zone District and Commercial Zone District (Parishville Land Use and 
Development Code Sec. 5.04 and Sec. 5.05) subject to the requirements set forth in this Section, 
including site plan approval. Applications for the installation of a Large-Scale Solar Energy System 
shall be reviewed by the Code Enforcement Officer and referred, with comments, to the Town 
Planning Board for its review and action, which can include approval, approval on conditions, and 
denial.  

 
B. A photovoltaic system on property used for agricultural operations within an Agricultural District 

that does not produce more than one hundred ten percent (110%) of the energy used for farm 
operations will be permitted as on-farm equipment and not require special permit review.  

C. Special Use Permit Application Requirements. For a special permit application, the site plan 
application is to be used as supplemented by the following provisions.  

1. If the property of the proposed project is to be leased, legal consent between all parties, 
specifying the use(s) of the land for the duration of the project, including easements and 
other agreements, shall be submitted.  

2. Blueprints showing the layout of the Solar Energy System signed by a Professional 
Engineer or Registered Architect shall be required. 

3. The equipment specification sheets shall be documented and submitted for all 
photovoltaic panels, significant components, mounting systems, and inverters that are to 
be installed.  

4. Property Operation and Maintenance Plan. Such plan shall describe continuing 
photovoltaic maintenance and property upkeep, such as mowing and trimming.  

5. Decommissioning Plan. To ensure the proper removal of Large-Scale Solar Energy 
Systems, a Decommissioning Plan shall be submitted as part of the application. 
Compliance with this plan shall be made a condition of the issuance of a special use 
permit under this Section. The Decommissioning Plan must specify that after the Large-
Scale Solar Energy System has not used the electrical energy produced at that site for a 
twelve (12) month period and can no longer be used, it shall be removed by the applicant 
and any subsequent owner. The plan shall demonstrate how the removal of all 
infrastructure and the remediation of soil and vegetation shall be conducted to return 
the parcel to its original state prior to construction. The plan shall also include an 
expected timeline for execution. A cost estimate detailing the projected cost of executing 
the Decommissioning Plan shall be prepared by a Professional Engineer or Contractor. 
Cost estimations shall take into account inflation. Removal of Large-Scale Solar Energy 
Systems must be completed in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan. If the Large-
Scale Solar Energy System is not decommissioned after being considered abandoned, the 
municipality may remove the system and restore the property and impose a lien on the 
property to cover these costs to the municipality.  

Section 2.03 Special Use Permit Standards.  

A. Height and Setback. Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall adhere to setback requirements of the 
underlying zoning district and the structure must not exceed twenty-five feet (25’) in height. 

B. Lot Size. Large-Scale Energy Systems shall be located on lots with a minimum lot size of 5 Acres.  
C. Lot Coverage. A Large-Scale Solar Energy System that is ground-mounted shall not exceed eighty 

percent (80%) coverage of the lot on which it is installed. The surface area covered by Solar Panels 
shall be included in total lot coverage.  
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D. All Ground Mounted Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be enclosed by fencing to prevent 
unauthorized access. Warning signs with the owner’s contact information shall be placed on the 
entrance and at intervisible spacing along the perimeter of the fencing.  

E. The type of fencing shall be determined by the landowner and must be approved by Town of 
Parishville Planning Board. The fencing and the system may be further screened by any 
landscaping needed to avoid adverse aesthetic impacts.  

F. Any application under this Section shall meet any substantive provisions contained in the most 
current Town of Parishville Land Use and Development Code that, in the judgment of the Town 
Planning Board, are applicable to the system being proposed. If none of the site plan requirements 
are applicable, the Town Planning Board may waive the requirement for site plan review.  

G. The Town of Parishville may impose conditions on its approval of any special use permit under this 
Section in order to enforce the standards referred to in this Section or to discharge its obligations 
under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). 

H. All Large-Scale Energy Systems must follow current New York State Dept. of Agriculture and 
Markets “Guidelines for Agricultural Mitigation for Solar Energy Projects” if located on lands used 
for agricultural operations in an Agricultural District if deemed appropriate by the Town Planning 
Board. 

Section 2.04  Abandonment and Decommissioning  

Solar Energy Systems are considered abandoned after twelve (12) months without use of the electrical 
energy generated at that site and must be removed from the property. Applications for an extension 
not exceeding a period of six (6) months may be requested and will be reviewed by the Code 
Enforcement Officer. 
A. Financial Assurance for Decommissioning Bond or Fund for Large Scale Energy Systems.  The 

applicant and his successors and assigns shall continuously maintain a bond or fund in the amount 
of the decommissioning costs according to this section: It will be payable to the Town for the 
removal and restoration of the non-functional or inoperable device. 

B. This financial assurance will be in place before the commencement of construction and will be in 
the amount of the net decommissioning costs, to be determined by a qualified independent 
engineer licensed to practice in the State of New York, at the applicant's expense. This estimate is 
then reviewed by engineers hired by the Town, at the Applicant’s expense.   This estimate will be 
determined and reviewed every two years.  

C. This financial assurance may be in the form of a letter of credit, a bond, escrow account, a parent 
guarantee or other form approved by the Town.   The Applicant will make an initial deposit of an 
amount determined by the Town Board to the fund.  A Special Permit application will not be 
processed until proof of deposit has been provided by the Applicant. All costs of this financial 
assurance shall be borne by the Applicant. 

Section 2.05  Enforcement  

Any violation of this Solar Energy Law shall be subject to the same civil and criminal penalties provided for 
in the most current Town of Parishville Land Use and Development Code. 

Section 2.06  Severability  

The invalidity or unenforceability of any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision or 
phrase of the aforementioned sections as declared by the valid judgment of any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be unconstitutional shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section, 
subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision or phrase, which shall remain in full force and effect. 
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Deputy Supervisor Tremper- Aye 

Councilman Cook- Aye 

Councilman Demo- Aye 

Councilman Sweeney- Aye 

Supervisor Votra- Absent 

Local Law Adopted. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Report: 

Code Enforcement Officer McGill reported a quiet month with little activity which is 

reflective of the time of year and weather. 

A motion was made by Councilman Demo and seconded by Councilman Cook to accept 

the written Code Enforcement Officer report as submitted and to be filed with the Town 

Clerk. 

All in favor. 

 

Assessor’s Report: 

Assessor McGill reported the work in the Assessor’s Office is winding down for the year 

with all changes and exemptions due to the Real Property Office by March 1st.   Assessor 

McGill advised the Town Board that the Cold War Exemption that was enacted in 2009 

will have to be updated to a permanent exemption soon.  Town Clerk Maguire will 

investigate the procedure to do so. 

A motion was made by Councilman Demo and seconded by Councilman Cook to accept 

the Assessor’s report as given by Assessor McGill. 

All in favor. 

 

Water District Report: 

Superintendent of Public Works Woods reported a few repairs this month.  There have 

been no freeze ups to date.  Councilman Cook asked Superintendent of Public Works 

Woods about the status of the proposed back up well for the Water District.  Mr. Woods 

will contact Town Engineer John Carr about a preferred location for the well.   

A motion was made by Councilman Cook and seconded by Councilman Demo to accept 

the Water District report as given by Superintendent of Public Works Woods. 

All in favor. 

 

Recreation Report: 

Superintendent of Public Works Woods reported the ice rink closed last week due to the 

warm weather.  The rink has been open for 2 months and has been well used, especially 

by the area schools.  

A motion was made by Councilman Cook and seconded by Councilman Demo to accept 

the Recreation report as given by Superintendent of Public Works Woods. 

All in favor. 

 

PHCS 

Dr. Collins reported that Literacy Incentives are very important at the school and the 

Positivity Project is being implemented.  This is a program that builds positive character 
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traits and there has been a decrease in discipline reports since it has started.  Other 

programs being used is ICU and STEAM.  The budget talks have started with many 

needs, such as a new school bus and a new tractor to replace the one that is 30 years old.   

  

Recreation Committee Report: 

Councilwoman Tremper reported the weather did not allow the Rock’N Skate fund 

raisers this year to take place.  The spring softball and baseball signups will be soon.  

Coaches are needed for these programs.  Organization of the Summer Soccer League will 

be starting soon as well.  

A motion was made by Councilman Sweeney and seconded by Councilman Demo to 

accept the Recreation Committee report as given by Councilwoman Tremper. 

All in favor. 

 

Business: 

1.  A motion was made by Councilman Sweeney and seconded by Councilman Demo 

to accept the annual Agreement to Spend Highway Funds as submitted by Highway 

Superintendent Hart. 

All in favor. 

2.  A motion was made by Councilman Demo and seconded by Councilman Cook to 

adopt Resolution 04-2018 as follows: 
Town of Parishville 
Resolution 04-2018 

Holding Harmless the County of St. Lawrence for 
Providing Service for the Town of Parishville 

WHEREAS, the Town of Parishville is desirous of St. Lawrence County Department of 
Highways providing shared services such as paving, should widening, signage, road 
stripping, blasting and other routine maintenance activities to the Town, and 
WHEREAS, both the Town of Parishville and the County of St. Lawrence are desirous   of 
promoting partnering efforts for safety of the traveling public in St. Lawrence County, 
and 
WHEREAS, in this joint cooperative endeavor, the Town of Parishville and the County of 
St. Lawrence desires to be reimbursed for their expenditures, and 
WHEREAS, the Town is aware that the County may incur liability in the providing of the 
services and wishes to indemnify the County in this regard,  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Parishville hereby agrees to 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County of St. Lawrence from and against 
liability, loss, damage, claim or action resulting from the work performed by St. 
Lawrence County Department of highways.  The Town of Parishville does not indemnify 
and hold harmless the County for any liability, loss, damage, claim or action which arises 
during the actual performance of services by the St. Lawrence County Department of 
Highways.  Said St. Lawrence County Department of Highways and the County of St. 
Lawrence assumes the liability for losses, damages and claims for the actual physical 
performance of the work, and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following request for General Liability (GL) 
coverage is as follows: 
General Liability Insurance 
On and “Occurrence” basis, with the following limits: 

      $1,000,000 Each Occurrence 
$3, 000,000 General Aggregate 

      $1,000,000 Products Aggregate 
      $1,000,000 Personal Injury 

$      50,000 Fire Damage Legal Liability 
$         5,000 Medical Payment Expense 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that St. Lawrence County shall be an additional insured   
      on the GL Policy, via ISO endorsement CG 2026.    

Supervisor Votra- Absent                                     Councilman Demo- Aye 
Councilwoman Tremper- Aye                              Councilman Sweeney-Aye 
Councilman Cook- Aye 
Resolution Adopted 

3. Councilman Demo reported he has been approached by a few residents of the 

Lenney Road inquiring if it would be possible to widen a few of the narrow areas 

on this road.  There have been a few near misses with vehicles passing because of 

the width of the road.  Highway Superintendent Hart stated he was aware of the 

problems in that area and needs to check the legalities of doing work on the areas 

of concern. 

 

Correspondence: 

1. Letter from Avangrid stating that the Town of Parishville will no longer be a host 

community for the proposed North Ridge Wind Farm Project with the Town of 

Hopkinton 

. 

Highway Report: 

Highway Superintendent Hart reported a busy month with plenty of plowing and sanding.  

The Highway Department is down an employee with Donald Phillips needing surgery 

and Ed Cool has stepped up and is taking care of State Route 72 in his absence.  Highway 

Superintendent Hart has been taking care of Mr. Cool’s route and all seems to be going 

well so far. 

Councilman Cook asked Highway Superintendent Hart if the Ashton Road could be 

repainted again.  Mr. Hart stated that this was painted by New York State when State 

Highway 72 was repaved.  Mr. Hart will look into this to see if it should be done and who 

would be responsible to do so. 

Deputy Supervisor Tremper thanked Highway Superintendent Hart for taking great care 

of the roads during the last storm.  Councilman Demo stated he has only heard good 

things so far since the first of the year.    

A motion was made by Councilman Cook and seconded by Councilman Demo to accept 

the Highway report as given by Highway Superintendent Hart. 

All in favor. 
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Bills: 

A motion was made by Councilman Cook and seconded by Councilman Demo to accept 

the bills as follows: 

1. General Account Bills: $24,135.68 

2. Highway Account Bills: $46,044.20 

3. Water Account Bills: $2,090.46 

Payrolls: 

               Payroll #5 -General ($4,161.24), Highway ($10,436.42), Water ($381.73) 

               Payroll #5A- Highway ($620.26) 

               Payroll #6 - General ($8,624.95), Highway ($9,749.32), Water ($321.25)        

               Payroll #7-General ($4,478.69), Highway ($14,480.21), Water ($223.29) 

               Payroll #8- General ($8,110.11), Highway ($12,721.85), Water ($321.25 

               Payroll #9- General ($3,472.50), Highway ($8,135.17), Water ($223.29) 

              All in favor. 

 

Privilege of the Floor: 

Deputy Supervisor Tremper addressed the issue that was brought up at last month’s 

Town Board meeting by Ricky and Geri Lynn Wilson regarding the approximately $50 

insurance reimbursement that was in dispute.  Ms. Tremper stated that after investigating 

the matter, she felt it had been done correctly so far.  With the way the dates of Mrs. 

Wilson’s paychecks fall and the date of the monthly Town Board meetings, there was one 

payment that lagged a few days behind.  The dates have caught up this month and should 

be back on track.  This could most certainly happen again if the dates overlap again 

during another 5 week month. 

Elbridge E. Randall expressed his concern about the blacktop at the intersection of the 

Pumpkin Hill Road and the West Parishville Road.  Highway Superintendent Hart 

indicated this section of road is scheduled to be done in the near future.  The heavy 

tractor trailer use of this road is very damaging to this intersection. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Sweeney and seconded by Councilman Demo to 

adjourn the meeting at 10:25 AM.   

All in favor. 

 

Meeting Dates: 

March 27, 2018 @ 10:00 AM 

Auditors:  Councilman Sweeney and Councilman Demo 

______________ 

Connie Maguire    Town Clerk 


